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English Language Arts & Literature 
Coach Dodson 
bdodson@ems-isd.net 
Remind: We will use Remind in our class as a secondary way to communicate – I prefer that student communication be 
through Canvas and parent communication be through email. However, I may send out a message to all 
students/families through Remind. You can find your class period code for Remind below. To join the appropriate class 
period, text the “@” code to 81010 on your phone: 

1st Period: @83bc2cd66c 
2nd Period: @ed68dh7fba 
4th Period: @6g8a2adbe4 
5th Period: @3cke3922ee 
6th Period: @4ack4fe9dg 
7th Period: @e84f48ef74 
8th Period: @f39872cbh9 

 
Conference Period:  3rd Period 10:04 AM -10:49 AM 
Tutoring Opportunities: Tutoring is available each morning between 8:00-8:15 a.m. and by email request for an 
alternate time. I coach in the afternoons, so tutoring is best done in the morning.  
 
Class Materials:  
· Reader and Writer Notebooks to correspond to work done in the Reading and Writing Workshops. 
· Classroom Library (leveled, multi-genre library) as well as Campus Library.  
· Students must have a writing utensil each class period. 
NOTE: a drawstring backpack with a pencil, planner, and water bottle are the only items allowed in class. 
 
Access to Canvas and Office365 tools is available to students through our Single Sign-on Portal (SSO). Students receive 
their SSO login during enrollment. 
 
Course Description: 
English Language Arts 6: The 6th grade English Language Arts course is devoted to developing the craft of good writing.  
The course will study writing styles across different genres and formats, including basic business writing, 
correspondence, and research-based writing. Students will also further develop skills in writing personal narratives, 
fiction, and poetry. Throughout the course, students will work on developing, and growing, research and language skills. 
In this course, students will be able to select and use different forms of writing to meet writing goals. We will work on 
basic grammatical functions and constructing sentences in which we use more complex punctuation such as hyphens, 
semicolons, and possessives. Students will practice editing written passages, including their own written work, based on 
their knowledge of 6th Grade English/Language Arts TEKS to focus on the areas of grammar/usage, spelling, and 
punctuation to produce error-free written compositions.  
 
Literature (Reading) 6: The 6th grade Literature course will expose students to multiple genres of literature with an 
emphasis on reading for comprehension. In the course, we will place an emphasis on vocabulary, listening skills, reading 
rate and the reading/writing connection to create a more fluent student reader. Students will read from multiple genres 
of literature, including, fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, as well as from technical manuals and illustrations. While our 
chief focus is on fluency and comprehension, students will work towards making deeper connections between their 

https://sso.ems-isd.net/_auth/Login.aspx?ru=====


2 
 

reading and their experiences and knowledge in life. This will include a deep focus on making inferences from details 
inside their reading, as well as creating well-crafted summaries of what they have read. We will focus on the author’s 
craft behind what we are reading and put this insight to work in our own skill set as writers.  Students will create and 
maintain a digital Reader’s Notebook within which to maintain notes and information that corresponds to work done in 
the Reading Workshop class format. Along with this Reader’s Notebook, students will have access to our Classroom 
Library (a leveled, multi-genre library) as well as the Campus Library.  
 
NOTE to Parents and Students:  Strong attention is given to increasing both the ability and desire to read. Student 
success directly corresponds with time spent reading outside of class. Please read with your student outside of school and 
make time to listen to your child read aloud to you! 
 
Students who complete the English Language Arts and Reading courses successfully will be able to:  

• Read with deeper comprehension within multiple genre 

• Write with structure to convey a clear message, or information about a topic  

• Understand grammatical elements used in writing such as adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, and verb tense  

• Utilize root words, prefixes/suffixes, dictionaries, and context to determine word meaning from unfamiliar 
words  

• Make connections between written texts across multiple genres, as well as within the student’s life experiences 
 
Student Evaluation:  
The grading system for this course is as follows:  

• Grade averaged 60% Major 40% Minor (Pre-AP 70% Major/30% Minor) 

• Major grades: tests (including District Common Assessments, six weeks assessments, projects, final essays, 
research papers, presentations); minimum three per six weeks 

• Minor grades: quizzes, daily assignments, journals; minimum four per six weeks 

• Semester exams will count 1/7 of the semester grade 

• A letter system (S, N, U) is used to report a student’s conduct based on proper/responsive conduct and citizenship 

• Per Board Policy EIA (LOCAL), “The District shall permit a student who meets the criteria detailed in the grading 
guidelines a reasonable opportunity to redo an assignment or retake a test for which the student received a failing 
grade. This policy applies only to initial identified major grades and does not apply to daily assignments, quizzes, 
six-week test, and semester final examinations.  Upon reteach and retest, the new test, project, etc. recorded will 
be a high score of 70%.” 

• Official grades will be posted in Skyward only and can be accessed by student and parent through Family Access. 
 
Assignments, exams, expectations outside of the classroom: The majority of our work will be done in class, however 
we will have both reading and writing assignments that will require your student to complete, or continue, at home. 
It is my expectation that you will support your student in staying on track with those assignments and that your 
student will arrive to class ready to move onto the next portion of study, or next unit. 
Reading is a foundational skill to a successful life, both personally and professionally. To build strong readers and 
writers, I ask that parents support their students with daily reading practice, whether on their own, or with you. We 
ask that your student read 30 minutes per day at home, or away from school. 
 
Testing is a tool for assessing how well a student understands concepts and can use them in their work. We will have 
both informal and formal assessments. Formal assessments can require outside practice of skills and concepts to 
become successful. My expectation for your student is that you will ask them to explain to you what they are learning 
in class and practice using it with you. This reinforces what we are doing in school and creates successful learning. 
Without this help and practice at home, learning can be affected negatively and lessened. 
 

Attendance/Tardy Policy/Make-Up Work: 
District Policy for Remote Learning: Students are required to engage daily in the lessons, complete and turn 
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assignments in on time, interact with the teacher, and show progress in the learning.  A student will be considered 
absent if the student does not have documented engagement listed above.  Students who are receiving remote 
asynchronous instruction are considered enrolled on the first day the student participates through one of the 
engagement methods listed in this document. 

Daily attendance will be taken, and compulsory attendance will be followed. If a student is not engaged online, the 
normal truancy process will be followed (TEC, §25.092). Students must be present for 90% of the required days of 
learning to be promoted to the next grade level or receive credit towards graduation, if in high school. Notes for 
absences will still be required if a student is in remote learning. 

My Policy for Make-Up Work and Tardy (Late to Class) for On-Campus: Students are expected to attend class and arrive 
prior to the tardy bell ready to work. A student receiving a tardy will be warned verbally while receiving the tardy the 
first time; the second time a student is tardy, a call will be made to the parent/s. A third tardy, or each subsequent tardy, 
will result in an after school detention on campus. Tardies reset each six weeks. If a student misses a class, he/she is 
expected to come to me upon return to school to set up a plan for completing any make-up notes, work, or tests. We 
will adhere to the district policy on make-up work timelines unless I use my discretion to modify that in a conversation 
with the student. I will not approach your student regarding makeup work; it is your student’s responsibility to come to 
me. I will assign a grade of zero for any missing work until completed; the grade will be changed if it is completed within 
the time frame allowed by the district policy. 
 
Classroom Expectations: 
My classroom expectations are to: RESPECT all others, Always TRY, and Maintain your CHARACTER. Beyond that it is to 
arrive to class prepared to work and participate in discussions. 
 
Preliminary Schedule of Topics, Readings, and Assignments 
This is for general information and this schedule can change during the school year. Please ask your student what he, or 
she, is working on, or contact me for updates on what we are studying and practicing. 
 

• First Six Weeks: Launching Reader’s and Writer’s Notebooks & Structures to Support Independent Reading, 
Independent Writing and Fiction Writing. 

• Second Six Weeks: Reading – Tapping the Power of NonFiction Unit; Writing – Research Based Information 
Writing Unit of Study 

• Third Six Weeks: Reading – Thinking Through Language: Analyzing Sound, Structure, and Imagery Across Literary 
Texts; Writing– Applying Author’s Craft to Poetry and Literary Analysis Unit of Study 

• Fourth Six Weeks: Reading -A Deep Study of Character; Writing – The Literary Essay Unit of Study 

• Fifth Six Weeks: Reading – Multiple Genres; Writing – Narrative Writing Unit of Study 

• Sixth Six Weeks: Reading – Putting It All Together: Preparing for High-Stakes Reading; Writing – Putting It All 
Together: Using Writing to Support Achievement and Celebrate Multiple Genres. 

 
Academic Integrity:  
Academic integrity values the work of individuals regardless if it is another student’s work, a researcher, or author.  The 
pursuit of learning requires each student to be responsible for his or her academic work.  Academic dishonesty is not 
tolerated in our schools.  Academic dishonesty includes cheating, copying the work of another student, plagiarism, and 
unauthorized communication between students during an examination.  The determination that a student has engaged 
in academic dishonesty shall be based on the judgment of the classroom teacher or other supervising professional 
employee and considers written materials, observation, or information from students.  Students found to have engaged 
in academic dishonesty shall be subject to disciplinary and/or academic penalties.  The teacher and campus 
administrator shall jointly determine such action.  

 

 


